
Beginning Reader Storytime Ideas 
If your library offers a storytime for beginning readers, you may consider integrating the following research-
based strategies and activities into your program. 

“Holy Reading, Batman!”
Consider incorporating elements from this adventure into a storytime for beginning readers. For example: 
Share a simple comic book, graphic novel, or a picture book with common comic/graphic novel elements 
such as multiple panels per page, balloons, or emanata (emanata are the squiggles or lines that emanate 
off of a character or object to express a sense or emotion, such as wavy lines coming off of a skunk). Toon 
Books or Balloon Toons are two great series that offer simple stories that appeal to young readers. Follow 
the Graphic Novel Read-Aloud instructions from “Holy Reading, Batman” in Plan Activities as you read your 
story. Consider adding these activities to extend learning after the read-aloud:

• Photocopy a page from the book you read aloud that includes 2-3 panels  (make enough copies for 
participants to share with their grown-ups). Cut apart the panels before passing them out. Invite 
grown-ups and children to work together to put the panels in the right order. You could also invite 
them to play around with the order of the panels and make up a new version of the story.

• Invite children and their grown-ups to “write” and illustrate one panel of their own comic story based 
on the story you read. Invite them to include a picture of the character and a word balloon. Encourage 
grown-ups to allow children to practice their pre-writing skills by scribbling their own word into the 
word bubble. Grown-ups could also write the word the child scribbled next to it and talk about the 
letters that make up the word and how they are shaped.

It’s Raining, It’s Pouring
Include nonfiction books in storytime for beginning readers! (See the booklists in Get Handouts and More for 
book suggestions.) Guide participants and caregivers in how to navigate and discuss nonfiction books:

Before Reading:

Ask: What do you know about ____? 

Ask: What do you wonder about ____?

While Reading:

• Demonstrate how to navigate nonfiction books by explaining how the table of contents, index, and/or 
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glossary works.

• Encourage questions by modeling your thinking while reading. For example, This picture of lightning 
makes me wonder how a lightning storm starts? Point out if your question is answered in the text.

• Put out a selection of nonfiction books on a variety of topics and give families and caregivers time to 
explore them during or after storytime.

• If you offer crafts or activities as part of your storytimes, consider doing a simple experiment or 
activity related to the nonfiction book your read.

Let’s Create
Using the book suggestions and the interactive read-aloud guide (below) would be a great way to introduce 
the words inspiration and grit. (See the booklists in Get Handouts and More for book suggestions.) If 
time allows, you could do a group build of a Puff Mobile, taking participants suggestions, and asking for 
volunteers to help with the construction process. (See Let’s Create in Plan Activities for book suggestions.)

Before Reading:

Say: I’m going to start today sharing a text that inspires me. Has anyone seen or read this book before? 

Ask: Should we start by looking at the cover? Just looking at the picture, what do you notice? I’m going to give 
us all some time to think. Put a thumb on your knee when you notice something. 

 Invite discussion using these open-ended VTS questions: 

1. What’s going on in this picture?” 
¿Qué está pasando en esta imagen?

2. What do you see that makes you say that?  
¿Qué ves que te hace decir eso?

3. What else can you find?  
¿Qué más puedes encontrar?

Say: Help participants understand key title words. For example: What about the title? Do you know what an 
engineer is? An engineer is someone who designs and builds new things using their creativity and grit.

During Reading:

• While reading aloud the text to the participants be sure to:

 ◌ Point out situations when the character is inspired.

 ◌ Discuss moments when the character has to use grit to keep going.

 ◌ Ask students to share their thinking (questions, ideas, connections, etc.).
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After Reading

• After reading, there are three main goals: 

 ◌ Eliciting the participants' reactions to what was read. 

 ◌ Circling back to the ideas of inspiration and grit. 

 ◌ Encouraging the children to share connections to their own life, other texts (songs, movies, 
books), or anything else in the world.

Let’s Tell a Story!
During your storytime or book club, try asking the Visual Thinking Strategies questions (below) about the 
cover or a particularly interesting page. Help your audience practice noticing. Reflect back what they say, 
increasing the richness and accuracy of the language. For the caregivers in attendance, include literacy-
supporting messages. (see Messages for Caregivers in Get Handouts and More.)

• What’s going on in this picture?” 
¿Qué está pasando en esta imagen?

• What do you see that makes you say that?  
¿Qué ves que te hace decir eso?

• What else can you find?  
¿Qué más puedes encontrar?

Let’s Write!
After reading a book, elicit ideas and write a sentence or two (or three) with the group based on the book. 
Some ideas could include:

• Three things we learned are…

• Three questions we have are…

• Let’s change the ending

• Let’s pretend we are a different character in the book

• The best part of the story is when…

• We like this book because…

• We didn’t like this book because…

• The author’s message was…

Be sure to reread what you wrote together and celebrate your great ideas! (See the booklists in Get Handouts 
and More for book suggestions.) 
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Mmmm… It’s a Text Tasting

• Read aloud a book by a particular author and then spend time browsing other texts written by the 
same author.

• Read aloud a book from a particular genre and then spend time browsing a small collection from the 
same genre.

• Together as a group book browsing can help support modeling of this important skill. During read- 
aloud, you might model how to browse a book and then point out aspects of the book that you 
either like or do not like during reading. Next, follow a similar process, but do this as a whole group 
by asking the participants about their thoughts regarding the cover, title, illustrations, first pages, 
format, etc. Allowing time for partners to share their thinking with each other is a great way build 
language and literacy.

A Recipe for Fun

• Read aloud a story about food, perhaps one that includes a recipe. (See the booklists in Get Handouts 
and More for book suggestions.) 

• Explain, or help the group figure out, that a recipe usually includes a recipe title; ingredients; 
directions; and a result. 

•  Hand out recipe templates for families to fill at home with drawings and/or words depicting a recipe. 

• For the caregivers in attendance, include explanatory messages. (See Messages for Caregivers in Get 
Handouts and More.)

Stories Without Words

• During read-alouds for this age, try asking the Visual Thinking Strategies questions about the cover 
or a particularly interesting page. Help your audience practice noticing. Reflect back what they say, 
increasing the richness and accuracy of the language. For the caregivers in attendance, include 
literacy-supporting messages. (See Messages for Caregivers in Get Handouts and More.)

 ◌ What’s going on in this picture?” 
¿Qué está pasando en esta imagen?

 ◌ What do you see that makes you say that?  
¿Qué ves que te hace decir eso?

 ◌ What else can you find?  
¿Qué más puedes encontrar?

• Read a wordless book during storytime. (See the booklists in Get Handouts and More for book 
suggestions.)
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